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Polk County Recycling Report 
General Government Committee: 9/10/2020 

 
Bin Update: 
Polk County recycling program is a dual stream source separating facility that offers drop-off of 
recycling material at bins located throughout the county. These bins are owned and hauled to the 
recycling center by Polk County. Recyclables are also received from local private haulers 
including material from St. Croix County. Recyclable material allowed at the bins includes #1 & 
#2 plastic bottles/jugs, glass bottles/jugs, corrugated brown cardboard, newspaper, magazines, 
office paper, tin, and aluminum.   
 
Bin Locations: 
-24 Hr Bins - Amery, Balsam Lake, Clayton, Clear Lake, Cushing, Frederic, Luck, Milltown, Osceola 
-Recycling Center Bins - St. Croix Falls available during regular business hours 
-Weekend Bins - Alden, Black Brook, Clam Falls, Farmington, Garfield, Georgetown.  
 
Clean Sweep Update: 
Our Clean Sweep Hazardous Waste Collection held June 5 and August 21st had more participants 
than we’ve had in the last 10 years with a total of 433 participants. Some items brought in 
included battery acid, mercury, pool chemicals, firefighter foam, Ag fertilizers, herbicides, oil 
based paint & stains, solvents, nail polish, drive-way sealer, and more.  

Outreach: 
Website and Facebook continue to be updated. County recycling flyers with information on 
recycling locations, collections, and solid waste fees are distributed at the recycling center, 
collection events, and fairs. This year we also handed out a DNR brochure on what to do with 
items that are not hazardous. 

Solid Waste Update: 
YTD revenue as of August 31st from electronics, appliances, mattresses, shredding, oil filters, air 
conditioners, water heaters, light bulbs, and tires total $39,895. Expenses total $14,654. 
 
Recycling Update: 
YTD revenue as of August 31st received from the sale of recyclables, plus outstanding invoices 
and recycling grant total $253,564. We expect an increase in revenue toward the end of the year 
when commodities currently in storage will be sold. Recyclables are sold by comparing with 
other counties and contacting private recyclers. We also estimate a revenue increase of $75,000 
next year from the hauler tipping fee. Year to date expenses total $343,054.  
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Operations Report: 
Current daily output is 8 tons per day compared to Pierce County with extra conveyor belts and 
full time staff they are able to put out 10.25 tons per day. Our recycling material exceeded our 
storage space showing a need for faster production. We continue to see more residents recycling. 
 
What we could be doing: 
Adding more conveyors in the recycling center would help to increase the daily tonnage and 
separate natural plastic milk jugs (NAT). Currently NAT is valued at $900/ton versus the 
$135/ton combined with HDPE sold on 8/17/20 as shown in the chart above. 45 estimated tons 
of NAT collected last year would have increased revenue by $34,400.   
 
Increasing the size of our roll-off bins would allow our staff to have less hauling time and more 
time working in the facility increasing our output rate. Currently, our bins are at the maximum 
length for our trucks at 14ft long. A longer wheel based truck would allow us to haul 18ft and a 
double axel truck would allow us to haul 24ft boxes.  
 
Researching:  
Currently, we are in the process of reaching out to haulers for pricing on picking up our bins. We 
are also collecting information on what our county recycling program would look like without 
the recycling center including costs for collection events, cost to residents for curbside and if 
curbside will be available to all residents. We hope to have more information for you next 
month. 
 


